Application Serial No. 10/748,602 

Amendment to Office Action of September 15, 2006 



Atty. Docket No. 007086.00002 



Amendments to the Claims: 

This listing of claims will replace all prior versions, and listings, of claims in the application: 
Listing of Claims: 

Claim 1 (currently amended): A method of playing a wagering game including a dealer and at 
least one player comprising the steps of: 

(a) providing at least one standard deck of 52 playing cards; 

(b) providing a published ranking of winning four-card poker hands; 

(c) providing a predetermined pay scale for winning hands; 

(d) providing a dealer and at least one player; 

(e) commencing the game by having the at least one player make certain initial wagers 
selected from the following; 

(1) a first wager against the dealer, and 

(2) a separate voluntary wager against the predetermined pay scale; 

(f) dealing at least four cards to the at least one player from the at least one standard deck; 

(g) dealing at least four cards to the dealer from the at least one standard deck; 

(h) said at least one player proceeding to play the game by placing a support wager in 
support of its first wager against the dealer; 

(i) comparing the at least one player's best four card hand against the dealer's best four 
card hand and excluding all extra cards dealt to determine a relative ranking therebetwee n as a 

1 5 f the wag ering gam e ; 

(j) paying the at least one player's first wager against the dealer and the at least one 
player's support wager if the at least one player's hand outranks the dealer's hand; 

(k) paying the at least one player's separate voluntary wager against the predetermined 
pay scale if the at least one player's hand has achieved a rank at least as high as the first ranking 
from said published ranking; 

(1) taking the at least one player's separate voluntary wager against the predetermined pay 
scale if the at least one player's hand fails to achieve at least the minimum ranking from said 
published ranking; 

(m) taking the at least one player's first wager against the dealer and support wager if the 
dealer's hand outranks the at least one player's hand; and 
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(n) returning the at least one player's first wager against the dealer and support wager if 
said at least one player has the same ranking hand as the dealer. 

Claim 2 (currently amended) : A method o f playing a wagenny, g.s;i v. uk [ugh % . .. iai (or and at 
least one player comprising the steps of: 

(a) providing at least one standard deck of 52 playing cards; 

(b) providing a published ranking of winning hands; 

(c) providin g a predetermined pay scale for winning hands; 

(d) providing a dealer and at least one player; 

(e) commencing the game by having the at least one player make certain initial wagers 
sel ected from the following; 

(I) a first wager against the dealer, and 
(2J.a separate volujtta^ 
■ iling at least lour cards to the at least one player from h least one s i ck 

(g) dealing at least four cards to the dealer from the at least one standard deck; 

(h) said at least one player proceeding to play the game by placing a support wager in 
.support of its first wager against the dealer; 

i_ ' i - in . I i i I , ! I v- 

card hand and excluding ail extra cards dealt to determine a relative ranking therebetween; 

(j) P. on;.: [he :u ka.sj -mi.- pL=^ .t' fu\\ tt_y^er ^iiilL:::: she deykj apd ih,. u! laisi one 
player's support wager if the at least one player's hand outranks the dealer's hand; 

(k) paying the at least one player's separate voluntary wager against the predetermined 
j ' ' v- ale if the at least one player's hand has achie ved a rank at least a s high as the first ranking 
from said published ranking; 

' ^ s ' kg.jhe akjeast on^ against the predetermined pay 

scale if the at least one player's hand fails to achieve at least the minimum ranking from said 
lybhsi d 1 ' \ 

(m) taking the at least one player's first wager against the dealer and support w^ager if the 
i 1 k i s 1 i he at ,d-r one k Sj u I 
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(n) returning the at least one player's first wager against the dcaier and support wager if 
said at least one player has Ik samejarrkme ^ 

T^e-meth^d-^i^W the at l east 

one player is provided with an opportunity to place an additional bad beat wager including the 
further steps of: 

providing a predetermined published ranking of winning bad beat hands, 
permitting the at least one player to place an additional wager against said predetermined 
published ranking of winning bad beat hands, and 

providing that the at least one player wins said additional wager even in the event the at 
least one player's hand is outranked by the dealer's hand so long as the at least one player's hand 
appears on the predetermined published ranking of winning bad beat hands. 

Claim 3 (currently amended): A method of. playing a waucrinu, game including a dealer and ai 

lea-,! oik pja c s cps of: 

(a) providing at least one standard deck of 52 p la ying cards; 

■bj p roviding a published ranking of winning hands; 

(c) providing a predetermined pay scale for winning han ds; 

i f !,V ! >hMJ a >iO i'K'i a>iH ai lo i->i v>! pi :\ t . 

(e) commencing the game by having the at least one player make certain initial wagers 
selected from the followin g; 

(1 ) a first wager against the dealer, and 

(2) a separate voluntary wager against the predetermined pay scale; 

(f) dealing at least four cards to the at least one player fro m the at least one standard deck; 

(g) dealing at least four cards to the dealer from the at least one standard deck; 

| ( e lllayer progeec^ by placing a support wager in 

support of its first wager against the dealer; 

in con;purme she ;ea-a one player'-- Ivsi lour card iunui aaain-a ;iu: de.iiei\ k--a 
card hand and excluding all extra cards dealt to determine a relative ranking therebetween; 

pi) p avin g the at least one player's first wager a gain.-.r the dealer and the at iea-.t one 
player's support wager if the at least one players hand outranks the dealer's hand; 
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(k) paving the at least one player's separate voluntary wager against the predetermined 
pay scale if 1 e »i i»r uit \lsh,m - achieved a rank at 1 i > i 1-1 - anking 

from said published ranking; 

(I) t akiii ! i f o»v, p y r's scpu xic \oiun i w age against t 

scale if the at least one player's hand fails to achieve at least the minimum ranking from said 
published ranking; 

Cm) taking the at least one player's first wager against the dealer and support wager if the 
1 ! 5a ! er's hand outranks t he at least one player's hand; and 

1,1 11 . ;he at least one player's first wager against the dealer and support wager if 
said at least one player has the same ranking hand as the dealer, 



continue play with a best, hand achievable by any four of the five dealt cards and exclude the fifth 
card, wherein the method further comprising a step of determining the best hand by comparing 



best four card hand and against any predetermined pay scale in the event of an optional second 
bet bets placed against the dealer by the at least one player by such predetermined pay scales. 

Claim 4 (previously presented): The method of playing a wagering game as set forth in claim 1 
above, which provides for the at least one player to place an additional side bet, wherein the 
method further includes steps of: 

providing the at least one player with an additional optional progressive wager for a five 
card progression, 

providing a predetermined published ranking of winning five card progressive hands, 
providing a predetermined pay scale for each of said predetermined ranking of winning 

five card progressive hands, 

allowing the wagering game to continue with the best of four cards, and 

paying the at least one player's progressive optional wager if the at least one player's five 

card hand matches any one of the predetermined published ranking of winning five card 

progressive hands. 




r afe dea-lh five chuIn. and each ef the dealer and the ai le-a-sl e-ne f>kwer- 



the player's best four card combination hand 




-against the dealer's 
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Claim 5 (currently amended): The method of playing a wagering game as set forth in claim 1 
above, wherein the dealer must achieve a qualifying hand to continue playing and the failure to 
achieve said qualifying hand results in the dealer losing and paying the at least one player the 
first wager by the at least one player against the deale r, and 

wherein the dealer achieving J cu^itvi % f >i N m the dealer comparing its best 
four-card hand against the player's best four-card hand and paying the player, based on an 
optional second bet against the dealer by the player, when the player's best four card hand 
- ' s > four-card hand . 



Claim 6 (currently amended): The method of playing a wagering game as set forth in claim 5 
above, wherein the qualifying hand required by the dealer in order to continue to play may-be 



Claim 7 (canceled) 



Claim 8 (currently amended): A method of playing a wagering game including a dealer and at 
least one player comprising the steps of: 

(a) providing at least one standard deck of 52 playing cards; 

(b) providing a published ranking of winning hands; 

(c) providing a predetermined pay scale for winning hands; 

(d) providing a set predetermined minimum hand ranking for a player dealer to achieve as 
a qualifying hand without which a pteyef-dealer will lose after all cards are dealt; 

(e) providing a-deal - er-aad- at least one player; 

(f) commencing the game by having the at least one player make certain initial wagers 
selected from the following; 

(1) a first wager against the dealer, and 

(2) a separate voluntary wager against the predetermined pay scale; 

(g) dealing at least four cards to the at least one player from the at least one standard 

deck; 
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(h) dealing at least four cards to the dealer from the at least one standard deck; 

(i) ending the game if the at least one playe r dealer fails to achieve a qualifying hand in 
accordance with said predetermined minimum hand ranking and tbe-4ea 4 eg4aktft g paying the at 
ieu'-; one pi.;;. . • :• • on the at least one player's first wager; 

(j) proceeding with the game if the at4east-eBe--piay& r- dealer has achieved said qualifying 

hand; 

(k) said at least one player proceeding to play the game by placing a support wager in 
support of its first wager against the dealer; 

(1) comparing the at least one player's best four card hand against the dealer's best four 
card hand and excluding all extra cards dealt to determine a relative ranking therebetween; 

(m) paying the at least one player's first wager against the dealer and the at least one 
player's support wager if the at least one player's hand outranks the dealer's hand; 

(n) paying the at least one player's separate voluntary wager against the predetermined 
pay scale if the at least one player's hand has achieved a rank at least as high as the first ranking 
from said published ranking; and 

(o) taking the at least one player's separate voluntary wager against the predetermined 
pay scale if the at least one player's hand fails to achieve at least the minimum ranking from said 
published ranking. 

Claim 9 (previously presented): The method of playing a wagering game as set forth in claim 1 
above, further including steps of: 

providing a set predetermined minimum hand ranking for the dealer to achieve as a 
qualifying hand without which the dealer will lose after all cards are dealt; 

ending the game if the dealer fails to achieve the qualifying hand in accordance with said 
predetermined minimum hand ranking and the dealer paying the at least one player's first wager 
if the at least one player placed the first wager against the dealer and paying the at least one 
player's separate voluntary wager if the at least one player waged the separate voluntary wager 
against the predetermined pay scale and achieved a ranking hand pursuant to said published 
ranking; and 

proceeding with the game if the dealer has achieved the qualifying hand. 
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Claim 10 (previously presented): The method of playing a wagering game as set forth in claim 8 
above, further including steps of: 

(p) taking the at least one player's first wager against the dealer and support wager if the 
dealer's hand outranks the at least one player's hand; and 

(q) returning the at least one player's first wager against the dealer and support wager if 
said at least one player has the same ranking hand as the dealer. 

Claim 11 -19 (Canceled). 

Claim 20 (Currently Amended): A method of playing a wagering game including a dealer and at 
least one player, said method comprising: 

providing a ranking of winning four card poker hands; 

dealing at least four cards to the at least one player; 

dealing at least four cards to the dealer; 

comparing a best four card poker hand of the player against a best four card poker hand 
of the deale r to determine a final outcome of the watering game ; and 

determining whether the best four card hand of the at least one player is higher ranked 
with respect to the ranking of winning hands than the best four card hand of the dealer. 

Claim 21 (previously presented): The method of claim 20, further comprising: 
allowing the at least one player to make a first wager against the dealer; 
paying the at least one player's first wager if the best four card hand of the at least one 

player is higher ranked than the best four card hand of the dealer. 

Claim 22 (previously presented): The method of claim 21, further comprising taking the at least 
one player's first wager if the best four card hand of the at least one player is not higher ranked 
than the best four card hand of the dealer. 
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Claim 23 (previously presented): The method of claim 21, further comprising returning the at 
least one player's first wager if the best four card hand of the at least one player has the same 
rank as the best four card hand of the dealer. 

Claim 24 (previously presented): The method of claim 20, wherein the dealer is an electronic 
device. 

Claim 25 (previously presented): The method of claim 21, further comprising: 

said at least one player proceeding to play the game by placing a support wager in 
support of its first wager against the dealer. 

Claim 26 (previously presented): The method of claim 1, wherein the support wager is of 
proportionate value to the first wager. 

Claim 27 (previously presented): The method of claim 8, wherein the support wager is of 
proportionate value to the first wager. 

Claim 28 (Canceled). 

Claim 29 (Previously Presented): The method of claim 25, wherein the support wager is of 
proportionate value to the first wager. 

Claim 30 (New) The method of claim 20, wherein the ranking of winning hands comprises a four 
card straight, a four card flush, and a four card straight flush. 

Claim 31 (New) The method of claim 25, further comprising the step of: 

paying the support wager on when the dealer's best four card hand is at least of a 
predetermined rank and the player's best four-card hand is of a higher rank than the dealer's best 
four card hand; 
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returning the support wager when the dealer's best four card hand is not at least of the 
predetermined rank; 

returning the support wager when the dealer's best four card hand is at least of the 
predetermined rank and the player's best four-card hand is of a same rank as the dealer's best 
four card hand; and 

taking the support wager when the dealer's best four card hand is at least of the 
predetermined rank and the player's best four-card hand is of a lesser rank than the dealer's best 
four card hand. 
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